THE  AUTHORITY  OF   SCIENCE
quoted by Taine to be rigidly accurate and true, those facts
represented his own selection out of many thousands he left
aside, and that this selection reflected, however unconsciously,
the particular prejudices, the a -priori hypotheses, that Taine
was really out to justify. " Taine," wrote Renan to Berthelot
on iyth August 1879, " has just read to me part of his chapter
on the Jacobins. Everything is true in detail, but it is but a
quarter of the truth. He shows how everything was sad, horrible,
shameful; he should have shown at the same time how it was
noble, heroic, sublime." As M. Souday wrote in the Temps on
31st May 1928 : "His facts, whether accurate or not, give a
general impression which is false. Even if everything he
describes actually happened, it does not follow everything was
happening just that way all over France all the time.'*
It will be clear from the above quotations that Taine's
judgment of the Revolution was extremely unfavourable. How
indeed could it be otherwise ? Some have put down the severity
of his criticism to the effect on his mind of the Commune of
1871, and it is indeed true that he had the horrors of those
weeks before his eyes as he described the horrors of 1793* But
his views would have been much the same without the Com-
mune : his ideas on the Revolution were the natural conclusions
of all his thinking since youth. Rather than stress the events
of 1871 one should make allowance in Taine's thought for the
influence of the events of 1848, which, to quote M. Giraud,
" revived in him the idea.of human reality, just that which is
lacking in Montesquieu and is so deep in Pascal." As early as
1849, age<i twenty-one, he wrote to his friend Prevost Paradol
that he would not vote in the forthcoming elections because
he had only two opinions, which no party really respected:
first, that the rights of property are absolute, man being free
to do what he likes with his own, destroy or bequeath it as he
chose; secondly, that the rights of citizens really amounted
to one only, that of assenting to the form of government in
existence, explicitly or tacitly, all forms of government being
indifferent in themselves. Add to this his almost congenital
hatred of " metaphysics," of a priori argument, and it will be
obvious that, at whatever time he undertook the work, he was
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